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Abstract 
Angled work surfaces—drawing boards, drafting tables, and writing 
slopes—have been used by artists for centuries. These innovations have 
long helped comic artists preserve their bodies’ capacity to create. This 
comic describes one artist’s overcoming of repetitive strain and injury 
and traces a history of earlier comic artists’ strivings to align their 
creative practices with their bodies’ needs. 

 
Figure. A Slanted Surface—Health & History of Drawing Boards 
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Media 
Digital in Procreate. 
 
Teddie Bernard graduated from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago with a 
bachelor’s degree in fine arts in 2023. Their editorial comics and graphic journalism 
have been recognized by the Society for Professional Journalists (Mark of Excellence, 
2023), the College Media Association (2023, 2022, 2021), the Illinois College Press 
Association (2024), and the Associated Collegiate Press (2021). 
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