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Abstract 
One recent essay suggests that emphasis on social justice in 
medical education is done at the expense of clinicians’ 
technical competency. This response to that stance is a 
digitally illustrated series that contextualizes patient health as 
both physiological and determined by social, economic, and 
cultural conditions. 

 
Figure. Detail from Justice Is the Best Medicine. And, Yes, You Can Call Us by 
Our Pronouns 

 
(Click here to view the entire illustrated series.) 
 
Media 
The illustrations were rendered digitally in Adobe Photoshop and Procreate. 
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Caption 
A recently published opinion in the Wall Street Journal1 claims that recent 
emphasis on social justice in health professions education has come at the 
expense of developing clinicians’ technical competencies. This digitally 
illustrated series is based on my experiences as a medical student and seeks 
to convey that justice is inseparable from good health policy and solid health 
care practice. The series represents how patients’ health and well-being is 
contextualized in light of physiological, social, economic, and cultural 
conditions. These visuals and accompanying text offer a perspective in the 
ongoing conversation among clinicians, educators, and trainees to define the 
next generation of health care. 
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